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Christ is Risen! 
Indeed He is Risen! 

 

Христос воскресе! 
Воистину воскресе!  

 


 

THE PASCHA OF THE LORD  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 
Together, standing as the living body of Christ, in the context of 
the Paschal liturgy we fill the atmosphere with words of hope, life, 
and love that affirm the victory of the Victor himself. 
 
It is the crucified and risen Christ who offers us the possibility to 
stand firm in what we celebrate as we are confronted by human 
despair and tragedy in all its ugly, painful, and revolting manifes-
tations. These realities of the human condition do not have the fi-
nal word. They cannot deprive us of the real hope made possible 
by the One who takes upon Himself all of humanity’s suffering. 
 
It is the crucified and risen Christ who fills the tombs of past, pre-
sent and future with His life. Indeed, fearful and corrupting death 
is now being swallowed up by Life. Death no longer has the final 
word. 
 
It is the crucified and risen Christ who now beckons us to truly 
love Him and each other. Our infidelities, our moral lapses, our 
proclivity to divide rather than to unite, our consuming self-
interest and lack of  mutual respect do not bear the final word.  
The final word is the communion of persons made possible in and 
through the unconditional love of the God-Man Jesus Christ. For 
in becoming a man, the Word of God takes upon Himself our sins 
as well as our mortality. He is the suffering servant “disfigured, 
bereft of all human likeness… for the Lord laid on Him the guilt of 
us all.” (Isaiah 52:14, 53:6) 
 
Jesus Christ reveals the beauty and splendor of the new Adam and 
therefore the beauty and splendor of our humanity. Truly we are 
clothed with this beauty only because of the inexhaustible love of 
our crucified and risen Savior. This is the good news we are to re-
ceive and share. 
 
En agape, 

 
Father Robert (Arida)  


